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Manteo, and Virginia Dare, First Baptisms in the “New World” (Aug 17)

In the late sixteenth century, Sir Walter Raleigh established three colonies along the northeastern
coast of what is now the state of North Carolina. In July 1587, the third and final settlement,
consisting of 120 men, women, and children under the leadership of John White, landed on Roanoke
Island, near the present-day community of Nags Head.

With the colonists was Manteo, a Native American of the Algonquian nation and resident of
Croatoan who had traveled to London in an earlier expedition to become a liaison between the
English and the Native Americans. On August 13, 1587, Manteo was baptized, the first recorded
baptism of the Church of England in the American colonies and the first recorded baptism of a
Native American person in the Church of England. On August 18, Governor White’s daughter
Eleanor and her husband Ananias Dare celebrated the birth of their first child, Virginia. The first
child born to English settlers on the North American continent, Virginia’s baptism on August 20 was
the second recorded baptism in the Church of England in North America.

Governor White returned England in late August 1587 to obtain badly needed supplies. It was
understood that if the colonists were forced to abandon the settlement in White’s absence, they
would carve the name of their destination on a tree. If their departure were due to attack, a Maltese
cross would be carved beneath. Delayed by events beyond his control, White was unable to return
to the colony for three years. It was not until August 18, 1590 that White finally arrived at the site of
the village. White found the word “Croatoan,” with no carved cross or other signs of distress, carved
into a post of the fort. Little certainty surrounds the fate of the English settlers, who remain known
to history as the “Lost Colony.”

Holy Women, Holy Men 2013 Addendum for August 17

Collect for this Commemoration

0 God, you have created every human being in your image and each one is precious in your
sight: Grant that in remembering the baptisms of Manteo and Virginia Dare, we may grow in
honoring your gift of diversity in human life; become stronger in living out our baptismal
vow to respect the dignity of every human being; and bring into the fellowship of the risen
Christ those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. —August 17 Holy Women, Holy Men (2013 Addendum)

Isaiah 60:1-4 NRsV

1 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2 For darkness
shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory
will appear over you. 3 Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your

dawn. 4 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons
shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms.

Ephesians 2:13-22 NRsv

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the

dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15> He has abolished the law with its commandments
and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making



2

peace, 1° and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to
death that hostility through it. 17 So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and
peace to those who were near; 18 for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father.
19'So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also
members of the household of God, 29 built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 In him the whole structure is joined together and grows
into a holy temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling
place for God.

John 10:14-16 NRsv

[Jesus said], 1* I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 1> just as the Father
knows me and [ know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do
not belong to this fold. | must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one
flock, one shepherd.

Psalm 33:13-15, 18-22 Bcp
13 The LORD looks down from heaven, * and beholds all the people in the world.

14 From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze * on all who dwell on the earth.

15 He fashions all the hearts of them * and understands all their works.

18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him, * on those who wait upon his love,
19 To pluck their lives from death, * and to feed them in time of famine.

20 Our soul waits for the LORD; * he is our help and our shield.

21 Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, * for in his holy Name we put our trust.

22 Letyour loving-kindness, O LORD, be upon us, * as we have put our trust in you.
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